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Dear Ms Reketyei and Mr Vazsonyi, 

I refer to your letter of 27 May to President von der Leyen, which was registered under 

Ares(2020)2973354 (please quote this reference in any future correspondence), on 

behalf of the Plato Political Party of Hungary, in which you express concerns about the 

latest political developments in Hungary.  

I have been asked to reply to you as head of the Union citizenship rights and free 

movement unit. 

Democracy, the rule of law, and fundamental rights are core values of the European 

project. They bind us together and we must uphold and promote them, including in these 

challenging times. 

Over the past months, several governments in the European Union have taken emergency 

measures to address the health crisis caused by the outbreak of the coronavirus. The 

Commission has consistently stressed that Member States need to have the necessary 

tools to act rapidly and effectively to protect the public health of our citizens. However, 

emergency measures must be limited to what is necessary, strictly proportionate, limited 

in time, and in line with constitutionally enshrined safeguards and European and 

international standards. Moreover, governments must make sure that such measures are 

subject to regular democratic or parliamentary scrutiny.  

In this context, the Commission has stated that the situation in Hungary raised particular 

concerns, as the emergency powers appeared more extensive than in other Member States 

considering the combined effect of broadly defined powers and the absence of a clear 

time limit.  

As we are now in a new phase, where certain measures taken to protect public health are 

gradually relaxed, the general states of emergency with exceptional powers granted to 

governments should gradually be removed or at least replaced by more targeted and less 

intrusive measures. 

The Commission is aware that, as of 18 June 2020, the Hungarian government terminated 

the ‘state of danger’
1
 and declared a ‘state of public health emergency’

2
; on the same day, 

                                                 
1
 Government Decree 282/2020 of 17 June 2020. 
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the law containing transitional rules entered into force
3
. The Commission will continue to 

closely monitor developments until all emergency measures are fully lifted, which 

includes monitoring how they are phased out and their possible impact on the rule of law, 

fundamental rights, democracy and EU law. The Commission will not hesitate to take 

action as necessary.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Marie-Hélène BOULANGER 

Head of Unit 
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 Government Decree 283/2020 of 17 June 2020 

3
 Act LVIII of 2020 

(e-signed) 
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